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In Proverbs 1, verse 7, we read a concise but highly significant statement;  

 

ôThe fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge.õ 

 

Manukau Christian School stands by this statement and we base our educational 

methodologies upon its truth and relevance.  A proverb from the ivory tower of current 

educational ideology might read very differently:   
 

An open mind, curiosity or dissatisfaction with the status quo is the beginning of knowledge?  

 
Some would say that modern learning environments and plenty of ôplayõ will stimulate 

learning in children.  But where is the evidence of this actually being the case?  Incorrect 

conclusions result from incorrect starting assumptions.  Counter to current ideology, 

children are not only curious about the world; they also possess an active sinful nature.  

Left to their own devices, misbehaviour is the norm, most of the time!  Consequently, a 

structured learning environment and loving, firm discipline will improve learning outcomes 

vastly.   

 

The fear of the Lord truly is the beginning of knowledge.  Having a right relationship with 

our Creator will help each of us to form an accurate understanding of His creation in 

which we live.  

 

At Manukau Christian School, high quality, stimulating teaching provides fantastic 

opportunities for learning.  Our students achieve very well in the academic Cambridge 

exams.  But that is not all.  We consider character development and Christian discipleship 

to be part of the learning package.  Christian education involves their head, their heart 

and their hands.   

 

Our school exists primarily, to partner with parents in training up young people who will 

love their Lord with all of their hearts, souls, minds and strength.  

 

It is our privilege to partner with you in helping to educate your child or children.  

 
Pete Slaney, Principal   
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Manukau Christian School was established in 1987 with a small core group of students 

and was known as St Andrew's Christian School.  Mr Ross Thompson, the pastor of St      

Andrew's Presbyterian Church at the time, along with a group of parents who were 

wanting Christian education for their children were pivotal in setting up the school.  

The foundation principal, Mr Shane Kennedy, started his tenure in 1992 and retired in 

2017.  He was also a parent member of the school's founding committee in 1987.  The 

school has grown and flourished since its inception.  Mr Pete Slaney, current principal, 

was appointed in 2018.  

Our aim is to assist parents in the education of their children by providing an environment 

where academic excellence, godly character and servant leadership are developed in 

accordance with biblical truths and principles.  

We do this by:  

¶ Nurturing and teaching within a biblical framework so that children may stand as     

effective, strong, mature Christians in their adult years;  

 

¶ Laying a solid basis of skills and knowledge to enable our students to live as responsible 

servants of God in the world;  

 

¶ Helping our students to understand the conflicting beliefs and values that are part of 

the way of life in New Zealand today.  

 

Mission  

To pursue excellence for Christ by developing our God -given gifts and using them in His 

service.  

 

Vision  

In Christ we are called to live, to love, to learn and to leave a legacy.  

In 2005 we relocated to the site at Rogers Road 

and became known as Manukau Christian 

School. This name reflects our geographical 

location and the large area that comprises our 

school community.  The school is a private, non

-denominational Christian school, catering for 

students from Year 1 to Year 13.  

We offer Christ -centred education that seeks to 

teach children to hold precious the values,   

beliefs and actions that God declares true.  
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Manukau Christian School is situated in the heart 

of Manurewa and caters for students from Year 1 
to Year 13.  

 

As a private school we have no enrolment zone .  

Our families come from all over Manukau,         

including Pukekohe, Clevedon and Drury as well 

as Mangere, Papatoetoe and Papakura.  

 

The school, based at 77 Rogers Road , Manurewa , 

is a 10 minute leisurely walk from the Manurewa 

Train and Bus Station.  

 

To view Train and Bus Timetables, visit 

www.at.govt.nz  

¶ We lay a solid biblical worldview so that children grow up equipped as mature vital 

Christian men and women.  

¶ Manukau Christian School is a Cambridge International Examinations registered school 

and a member of the Association of Cambridge Schools in New Zealand (ACSNZ).  

¶ Our course content is designed to be responsive to each childõs calling, gifting and 

ability.  

¶ Individual instruction enables teachers to extend in areas of special ability or help in 

areas of weakness.  

¶ Standards are set and monitored from day one.   Homework books must be signed  

daily, reports are sent home weekly and full descriptive reports are sent home at the 

beginning of Term 3 and end of Term 4.   Portfolios are sent home once a term.  

¶ We encourage your child to be self -motivated ð a vital ingredient for future success.  

¶ We have an open -door policy and encourage parents to be involved.  We have     

formal Parent -Teacher Meetings in Terms 1 and 3 and are open to discuss your childõs 

progress with you at any time.  

¶ Our Christian ethos and conservative biblical values allow children to feel safe in and 

out of the classroom environment.  

¶ We are a family orientated and friendly school where children know and support each 

other.  

¶ We do not tolerate bullying or swearing and a caring family environment exists.  

 

http://www.maxx.co.nz
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The purpose of an ERO review  

An ERO review looks at how a school reaches positive learning outcomes - knowledge, 

skills, attitude and habits - for all children and young people. The Education Review 

Office is interested in whatõs working well and where improvements can be made. 

The process works with a schoolõs own evaluation processes. It also supports a culture of 

on -going improvement.  

 

An excerpt from the most recent ERO Report dated 2 December 2016:  

The school, established in 1987 as St Andrewõs Christian School, was renamed Manukau 

Christian School in 2005 when it moved to the current site.  The school is managed by the 

Christian Schools of Auckland Charitable Trust and is led by an experienced principal.  

 

The school continues to provide suitable staffing, tuition, curriculum, equipment and 

premises.  

 

The Cambridge International Curriculum is now well established.  This curriculum has a 

strong focus on the teaching of English, Mathematics and Science.  

¶ Classes are well managed with positive and respectful relationships evident.  
 

¶ Teachers use effective assessment processes to monitor student progress.  

 

¶ Parents receive regular reports on the achievement, work habits and behaviour of 

their children.  

 

Children are educated in spacious, purpose -built classrooms that are joined by covered 

areas that sometimes act as additional learning areas.  The rooms are air -conditioned 
and well maintained.   

 

The Trustboard has managed roll growth well with the addition of new buildings.   

 

For a full report visit www.tki.org.nz  

The Cambridge syllabus and learning objectives are available from the CIE website.  
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Cambridge International Examinations Accredited  
 

 

 

 

 

Manukau Christian School is not an integrated or a state school, but an independent 

school.  Our special character enables us to run a Christian curriculum in conjunction with 

Cambridge International Examinations.   This gives your child an internationally recognised 

benchmark at both primary, middle and senior levels.  

 

Each child is unique and courses are designed to be responsive to each child's individual 

needs.  The individual focus upon each child, however, takes place within the context of 

a comprehensive integrated curriculum.  Each year presupposes and builds upon the 

knowledge gained in the preceeding year.  

 

The curriculum is well -structured and focuses on core subjects which provide essential 

tools to learning all other subjects.  Our belief is that we are responsible to impart a 

foundation and framework to children that will enable them to keep growing and 

learning for the rest of their lives.  Therefore, we focus particularly upon the core subject 

areas which are essential to all other learning.  The most important core areas of learning 

are subjects related to language and numbers.   

 

It is important that children start early to get a good foundation.  We have found that 

where students transfer to Manukau Christian School out of the state system in years six,   

seven, and eight, their work standards and educational levels may be behind students 

who have been grounded in MCS from the early years.  This may require remedial work.  

 

There is strong and growing interest for students at senior levels to qualify under the       

internationally recognised Cambridge International Examination system.  This system   

provides curriculum and qualifications that are recognised throughout the world,    

whereas the New Zealand NCEA system is recognised only in New Zealand.  

 

In order to do well at Cambridge exams in later school years it is essential that a good 

educational and scholastic foundation is laid in the early years.  By linking in with       

Cambridge in our curriculum and achievement standards and by using the Cambridge 

Checkpoint system, we are able to offer a comprehensive preparatory education for  

students to excel at  Cambridge International Examinations.  A leaflet for parents and 

students explaining the benefits of a Cambridge education is available by accessing the 

following link:  http://www.cie.org.uk/images/284344 -why -cambridge -.pdf  


