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Welcome to Manukau Christian School 

On 2 nd  July 1987, as a young foundation 

student I attended the public opening 

ceremony of St Andrewõs Christian School 

(now Manukau Christian School). It was 

officially opened by Rev. Arthur Gunn and a 

plaque was placed outside the first 

classroom with this verse from the book of 

Proverbs.  
 

ôThe fear of the Lord is the beginning of 

knowledge.õ 
 

This verse encapsulates what Manukau 

Christian School is about. For someone new 

to the Bible and to the Christian faith, it may 

seem strange that we would fear our God, 

let alone that this fear is the beginning of 

knowledge or, as we read elsewhere in the 

book of Proverbs, wisdom.  

 

Why would a school want children to fear 

God? Well, the truth of the matter is that it is 

not whether  you fear, but a matter of what  

or whom  you fear. Everybody fears 

something or someone. If we donõt fear 

God, we will fear others ñthe opinions of the 

majority or the popular ñand what we fear 

orders our lives. Our lives will be ordered 

either by God, or by man. If the fear of the 

Lord is the beginning of knowledge, a 

corollary is that the fear of man is the 

beginning of foolishness. So, we must care 

more about what God thinks. That is the 

path to truth and a life lived well.  

 

But isnõt fear a stifling emotion? Isnõt love 

better? The fear of the Lord is the kind of fear 

a child has for a loving father who expects 

his children to be respectful and well 

behaved and listen to him. The fear of our 
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Heavenly Father drives us to him. First of all 

it drives us to him in repentance and faith. 

Through the atoning death of Christ we 

are made new creatures. Then the fear of 

the Lord drives us to want to understand 

his world and the wisdom he has imbued 

here so that we may live our lives in a way 

consistent with reality.  

 

Christian education has, as its ultimate 

goal, the creation of well -rounded 

disciples of Jesus Christ. This is the task 

Christ gave his first disciples in Matthew 28 

in a section known as the Great 

Commission. Because Christ has all 

authority in heaven and on earth  he 

requires us to disciple the nations, 

teaching them to obey all that Christ 

commanded. This world belongs to Christ 

twice. He made it and he redeemed it.  

 

Since Christ is king, we as adult disciples 

pass on to the next generation of disciples 

a Christian worldview. We want our 

students to understand Christõs world from 

a biblical perspective. We aim to help 

students understand the world he made, 

to discover the intricacies of his orderly 

creation, to think Godõs thoughts after 

him. A truly rigorous and academic 

education is a Christian one. We believe 

that the education we provide will equip 

our students academically for life in Godõs 

world. Moreover, we want our students to 

have their characters developed with a 

Christian ethical framework so that they 

live lives that are pleasing to our Lord and 

king. It is our great hope that an 

education at Manukau Christian School 

will produce ôholy troublemakersõ: young 

adults who fear God, not man; men and 

women who live for an audience of one.  

We want to see courageous disciples of 

Christ raised up who seek to apply the 

Scriptures to all of life and see Godõs 

name honoured wherever he places 

them.  

 

It is a great privilege to serve you in 

helping educate your children in this way.  

 

Scott Kennedy, Principal 



Our History 

Our Aim 
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Manukau Christian School was established in 1987 with a small core group of twelve  

students, and was then known as St Andrew's Christian School.  Mr Ross Thompson, the 

pastor of St Andrew's Presbyterian Church at the time, and a group of parents who were 

seeking Christian education for their children, were pivotal in setting up the school.  Thirty -

seven years later our school still has a close working relationship with Covenant 

Presbyterian Church, its Pastor and members of the church community.  

The foundation Principal, Mr Shane Kennedy, started his tenure in 1992 and retired in 

2017.  He was also a parent member of the school's founding committee in 1987.  The 

school has continued to grow and flourish since its inception.  Mr Pete Slaney was 

Principal for five years from 2018 until 2022.  He was succeeded by Mr Scott Kennedy in 

2023.  

We aim to partner with parents in providing a Christ -centered education that equips 

students for academic excellence and faithful Christian living. We strive to develop 

students who embody wisdom, strength, and humility, preparing them to engage the 

world with a robust Christian worldview. By Godõs grace, they will be equipped to apply 

Christõs lordship to all areas of life, demonstrating moral integrity, intellectual rigor, and 

courageous conviction. Through this, we seek to raise responsible adults who are 

prepared for a life of service to God and their communities, exercising godly dominion in 

the world according to their God -given gifts.  

 

Mission  

Pursuing academic excellence to develop responsible and courageous disciples who 

apply Christõs kingship to all of life. 

 

Vision  

At Manukau Christian School, success means staying committed to our Reformed 

Christian heritage and ensuring generational faithfulness. Our vision is to create an 

enduring legacy of students and leaders who are deeply rooted in the Christian faith, 

able to discern truth from falsehood, and have the courage and drive to see Christõs 

redemption bring cultural transformation and the extension of Christõs kingdom in all 

areas of New Zealandõs society.  

In 2005 we relocated to the site at 

Rogers Road and became known 

as Manukau Christian School. This 

name reflects our geographical 

location and the large area that 

comprises our school community 

and the people we serve.  The 

school is a private, Christian 

school, catering for students from 

Year 1 to Year 13.  



Why Manukau Christian School? 
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¶ We lay a solid biblical foundation, 

equipping students to engage with and 

transform society through a robust 

Christian worldview, affirming Christõs 

lordship over all of life.  

¶ Our students grow into mature, 

grounded Christian men and women 

who reflect Christõs redemption in every 

area of life.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¶ Our students develop Christian 

character through virtues such as 

wisdom, strength, and humility, 

preparing them for a life of faithful 

service to God and their communities.  

¶ We are committed to developing 

academic excellence by laying a 

strong foundation of knowledge.  

Christian Worldview 
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¶ We are committed to developing 

academic excellence by laying a 

strong foundation of knowledge.  

¶ We maintain high standards from day 

one, with daily homework checks, 

weekly progress reports, and full 

descriptive reports provided in Term 

Three and Term Four.  

¶ We encourage self -motivation, fostering 

an essential skill for their future success.  

¶ We partner with parents in the 

education of their children, holding 

formal Parent -Teacher meetings in 

Terms One and Three, and remaining 

available for discussions throughout the 

year.  

¶ Our Christian ethos and conservative 

biblical values allow children to feel 

safe in and out of the classroom 

environment.  

¶ We foster a caring, family -oriented 

environment where children support 

one another, and bullying and 

inappropriate behavior are not 

tolerated  

¶ A traditional classroom setup maximizes 

learning time and develops respectful 

teacher -student relationships.  

 

Manukau Christian School is a Cambridge International School and a member of:  

¶ The Association of Cambridge Schools in New Zealand  

¶ The Independent Schools of New Zealand  

¶ New Zealand Association of Christian Schools  


