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Welcome to Manukau Christian School 

On 2 nd  July 1987, as a young foundation 

student I attended the public opening 

ceremony of St Andrewõs Christian School 

(now Manukau Christian School). It was 

officially opened by Rev. Arthur Gunn and a 

plaque was placed outside the first 

classroom with this verse from the book of 

Proverbs. 
 

ôThe fear of the Lord is the beginning of 

knowledge.õ 
 

This verse encapsulates what Manukau 

Christian School is about. For someone new 

to the Bible and to the Christian faith, it may 

seem strange that we would fear our God, 

let alone that this fear is the beginning of 

knowledge or, as we read elsewhere in the 

book of Proverbs, wisdom.  

 

Why would a school want children to fear 

God? Well, the truth of the matter is that it is 

not whether  you fear, but a matter of what  

or whom  you fear. Everybody fears 

something or someone. If we donõt fear 

God, we will fear others ñthe opinions of the 

majority or the popular ñand what we fear 

orders our lives. Our lives will be ordered 

either by God, or by man. If the fear of the 

Lord is the beginning of knowledge, a 

corollary is that the fear of man is the 

beginning of foolishness. So, we must care 

more about what God thinks. That is the 

path to truth and a life lived well.  

 

But isnõt fear a stifling emotion? Isnõt love 

better? The fear of the Lord is the kind of fear 

a child has for a loving father who expects 

his children to be respectful and well 

behaved and listen to him. The fear of our 

Page 1  

Heavenly Father drives us to him. First of all 

it drives us to him in repentance and faith. 

Through the atoning death of Christ we 

are made new creatures. Then the fear of 

the Lord drives us to want to understand 

his world and the wisdom he has imbued 

here so that we may live our lives in a way 

consistent with reality.  

 

Christian education has, as its ultimate 

goal, the creation of well -rounded 

disciples of Jesus Christ. This is the task 

Christ gave his first disciples in Matthew 28 

in a section known as the Great 

Commission. Because Christ has all 

authority in heaven and on earth  he 

requires us to disciple the nations, 

teaching them to obey all that Christ 

commanded. This world belongs to Christ 

twice. He made it and he redeemed it.  

 

Since Christ is king, we as adult disciples 

pass on to the next generation of disciples 

a Christian worldview. We want our 

students to understand Christõs world from 

a biblical perspective. We aim to help 

students understand the world he made, 

to discover the intricacies of his orderly 

creation, to think Godõs thoughts after 

him. A truly rigorous and academic 

education is a Christian one. We believe 

that the education we provide will equip 

our students academically for life in Godõs 

world. Moreover, we want our students to 

have their characters developed with a 

Christian ethical framework so that they 

live lives that are pleasing to our Lord and 

king. It is our great hope that an 

education at Manukau Christian School 

will produce ôholy troublemakersõ: young 

adults who fear God, not man; men and 

women who live for an audience of one.  

We want to see courageous disciples of 

Christ raised up who seek to apply the 

Scriptures to all of life and see Godõs 

name honoured wherever he places 

them.  

 

It is a great privilege to serve you in 

helping educate your children in this way.  

 

Scott Kennedy, Principal 



Our History 

Our Aim 
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Manukau Christian School was established in 1987 with a small core group of twelve  

students, and was then known as St Andrew's Christian School.  Mr Ross Thompson, the 

pastor of St Andrew's Presbyterian Church at the time, and a group of parents who were 

seeking Christian education for their children, were pivotal in setting up the school.  Thirty -

eight years later our school still has a close working relationship with Covenant 

Presbyterian Church, its Pastor and members of the church community.  

The foundation Principal, Mr Shane Kennedy, started his tenure in 1992 and retired in 

2017.  He was also a parent member of the school's founding committee in 1987.  The 

school has continued to grow and flourish since its inception.  Mr Pete Slaney was 

Principal for five years from 2018 until 2022.  He was succeeded by Mr Scott Kennedy in 

2023.  

We aim to partner with parents in providing a Christ -centered education that equips 

students for academic excellence and faithful Christian living. We strive to develop 

students who embody wisdom, strength, and humility, preparing them to engage the 

world with a robust Christian worldview. By Godõs grace, they will be equipped to apply 

Christõs lordship to all areas of life, demonstrating moral integrity, intellectual rigor, and 

courageous conviction. Through this, we seek to raise responsible adults who are 

prepared for a life of service to God and their communities, exercising godly dominion in 

the world according to their God -given gifts.  

 

Mission  

Pursuing academic excellence to develop responsible and courageous disciples who 

apply Christõs kingship to all of life. 

 

Vision  

At Manukau Christian School, success means staying committed to our Reformed 

Christian heritage and ensuring generational faithfulness. Our vision is to create an 

enduring legacy of students and leaders who are deeply rooted in the Christian faith, 

able to discern truth from falsehood, and have the courage and drive to see Christõs 

redemption bring cultural transformation and the extension of Christõs kingdom in all 

areas of New Zealandõs society.  

In 2005 we relocated to the 

site at Rogers Road and 

became known as Manukau 

Christian School. This name 

reflects our geographical 

location and the large area 

that comprises our school 

community and the people 

we serve.  The school is a 

private, Christian school, 

catering for students from 

Year 1 to Year 13.  



Why Manukau Christian School? 
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¶ We lay a solid biblical foundation, 

equipping students to engage with and 

transform society through a robust 

Christian worldview, affirming Christõs 

lordship over all of life.  

¶ Our students grow into mature, 

grounded Christian men and women 

who reflect Christõs redemption in every 

area of life.  

¶ Our students develop Christian 

character through virtues such as 

wisdom, strength, and humility, 

preparing them for a life of faithful 

service to God and their communities.  

¶ We are committed to developing 

academic excellence by laying a 

strong foundation of knowledge.  

¶ We maintain high standards from day 

one, with daily homework checks, 

weekly progress reports, and full 

descriptive reports provided in Term 

Three and Term Four.  

¶ We encourage self -motivation, fostering 

an essential skill for their future success.  

¶ We partner with parents in the 

education of their children, holding 

formal Parent -Teacher meetings in 

Terms One and Three, and remaining 

available for discussions throughout the 

year.  

¶ Our Christian ethos and conservative 

biblical values allow children to feel 

safe in and out of the classroom 

environment.  

¶ We foster a caring, family -oriented 

environment where children support 

one another, and bullying and 

inappropriate behavior are not 

tolerated  

¶ A traditional classroom setup maximizes 

learning time and develops respectful 

teacher -student relationships.  

 

Manukau Christian School is a Cambridge International School and a member of:  

¶ The Association of Cambridge Schools in New Zealand  

¶ The Independent Schools of New Zealand  

¶ New Zealand Association of Christian Schools  



Where are we? 

Manukau Christian School is situated in the heart of Manurewa 

and caters for students from Year 1 to Year 13.  

 

As a private school we have no enrolment zone .  Our families 

come from the larger Manukau area, including   Mangere, 

Papatoetoe, Takanini and Papakura, as well as further afield to 

include Pokeno, Pukekohe, Clevedon and Drury.    

 

The school, based at 77 Rogers Road , Manurewa , is a 10 minute 

leisurely walk from the Manurewa Train and Bus Station.  

 

To view Train and Bus Timetables, visit www.at.govt.nz  

Quality Assurance  
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The Education Review Office (ERO) is the New Zealand governmentõs external 

education evaluation agency.  In 2020 ERO updated its reporting format for registered 

private schools.  Reporting was streamlined to list the criteria required for continued 

registration and whether this criteria has been met.  Subsequently ERO reports for private 

schools has very little to say that helps inform parents as to the quality of education.  

 

At MCS we constantly monitor and evaluate what is working well and where 

improvements can be made ñreinforcing a culture of on -going improvement and 

growth.  Reaching positive learning outcomes of deep knowledge, transferable skills, 

positive attitudes and life -long habits are considered crucial for all our students.    

 

Excerpts from leaving students:  

 

òOne of the most important things the school has done for me, was bringing me to God 

and constantly reminding me to work hard and to never give up. I truly appreciate the 

healthy environment created at MCS and the close relationships I have developed with 

teachers and students.ó  Nasia  

 

òI am glad to have had the opportunity to attend a school with such strong Christian 

values and teaching.  This school taught me the importance of discipline, working hard 

and striving for my goals whilst diligently serving God.ó  Ruth 

 

òPerhaps the most amazing thing about attending this school was that, while the Bible 

was taught in classrooms, a Biblical worldview was taught through the lives of the staff. It 

was one thing to have a lesson on apologetics and various doctrines, but it was another 

to see our teachers stand up for what they believe regarding these doctrines.ó Jessica 

 

òOne of the things that I will be eternally grateful for 

is that MCS taught me to ask questions. This is seen 

most evidently in Bible book discussion, where we 

come together as a class and talk about the big 

questions that have been on our mind for that week. 

I loved those lessons, and in them I have come to 

solid conclusions on problems.  Secondly, to put it 

simply, the teachers are awesome.ó Thomas 

http://www.maxx.co.nz


Cambridge International School 
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Manukau Christian School is not an integrated or a state school, but an independent 

school.  Our special character enables us to run a Christian curriculum in conjunction with 

Cambridge International Education.  We are proud to be part of the worldõs largest 

international community of schools.   This gives your child an internationally recognised 

benchmark at both primary, middle and senior levels.  
 

The curriculum is well -structured and focuses on core subjects that provide essential tools 

to learn all other subjects.  Our belief is that we are responsible to impart a foundation 

and framework to children that will enable them to keep growing and learning for the 

rest of their lives.  Therefore, we focus particularly upon the core subject areas which are 

essential to all other learning.   
 

It is important that children start early to get a good foundation.  We have found that 

where students transfer to Manukau Christian School out of the state system in Years 6,   7, 

and 8, their work standards and educational levels are invariably behind students who 

have been grounded in MCS from the early years and may require remedial work.  
 

There is strong and growing interest for students at senior levels to qualify under the       

internationally recognised CIE system  These qualifications are recognised throughout the 

world whereas the New Zealand NCEA system is recognised only in New Zealand.  
 

In order to do well at Cambridge International exams in later school years, it is essential 

that a good educational and scholastic foundation is laid in the early years.  Through the 

Cambridge framework and using the Cambridge Checkpoint system, we are able to 

offer a comprehensive preparatory education for  students to excel.    
 

Recent Results  

In 2024 our Year 6 students achieved excellent results in 

Primary Checkpoint benchmark testing.  

¶ Mathematics: Our students achieved an 

average score of 43 (on a scale of 0 -50), well 

above the international average of 32, placing 

them in the outstanding range.  

¶ English: Our students achieved a score of 40, 

surpassing the international average of 34.  
 

In 2024,  students sitting Cambridge International 

Examinations had exceptional results:  

¶ Domestic school leavers had a 100% University 

Entrance rate  

¶ 40% of our IGCSE results were an A* or A  

¶ 87% of our IGCSE results were a B and above in Co -

ordinated Sciences (double award)  

¶ There were no fails in IGCSE  

¶ Top students in New Zealand since 2020  

  - Three in IGCSE Maths 

  - One in IGCSE English 

  - Two high achievements in IGCSE Economics  

¶ Top Achiever in 2024: an outstanding two A* 

grades and a new school record of 400 out of 420 

points.  
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Cambridge Qualifications  

Years 1 to 6:  Cambridge Primary Checkpoint  

Course work through primary years culminates in the Cambridge Primary Checkpoint   

exam at the end of Year 6 in Maths and English.  The results of these exams enable our 

teachers to identify students' strengths and weaknesses for subsequent year  levels.  
 

Years 7 to 9: Cambridge Secondary 1 Checkpoint  

At the end of Year 9, students may sit the Cambridge 

Secondary 1 Checkpoint examinations.  
 

Years 10 and 11:  Cambridge IGCSE  

These examinations and qualifications are well known 

and recognised in the international education arena.  

This two year programme begins in Year 10 and carries 

through until the end of Year 11.  Students are given a 

broad -based foundation from which they can 

specialise in Year 12 and Year 13.  
 

Years 12 and 13:  Cambridge International AS and A Levels  

Entrance into university is attainable through achievement of Cambridge International AS 

and A Levels.  A Levels are usually spaced out over two years and are made up of two 

units:  AS (Year 12)  and A2 (Year 13) levels.   
 

University Entrance via CIE (See Pathways Guide for details)  

Numeracy   D grade in IGCSE Mathematics  

Literacy   E grade in AS English  

General   120 points on UCAS tariff  

   3 x D grades in AS and/or A level subjects  

Cambridge Qualifications 

Year One  

Our Year 1 Programme offers:   

¶ Individualised school readiness assessment and feedback to 

each family.  

 

¶ Excellent consolidation and sound knowledge of 

foundational concepts, leading to enhanced future learning.  

 

¶ A reading and phonics programme that will have your child 

reading in Year 1.  

 

¶ A multi -sensory, skill-based math program to help produce 

confident problem solvers who enjoy the study of Math.  

 

¶ Specialised training to encourage great listening, learning 

and concentration skills.  

 

¶ An exciting Gymsports programme in Term 1 to develop a 

healthy body image and improved gross motor skills.   
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Bible  

Our Bible programme is designed to teach children to 

study the Bible for themselves, understand its message 

and seek to apply God's Word to every aspect of their 

lives. 

English 

This includes handwriting, reading, spelling, grammar, 

writing and oral expression.  

Phonics  

A solid foundation in reading will reap rewards later.  A 

strong emphasis is placed on teaching phonics so that 

children learn to read and write within the first year.  

Our two -fold approach to phonics includes our own 

phonics programme plus the Letterland programme, 

which has proven to be very successful. Our systematic 

approach is complemented by reading at home every 

day.  Children are taught to 'sound' out unfamiliar 

words.  

Spelling  

In Years 2 to 6 we use the Sequential Spelling 

programme to teach our students spelling. This  

approach teaches children to recognize patterns of 

spelling based on the rules of English language.  

Maths  

The progressive style of our math courses enable  

children to advance where necessary or revise 

concepts not yet mastered. Our òMaintenance Mathsó 

approach revisits required knowledge and skills 

regularly. We focus on developing studentsõ mental 

math speed, which prepares them for success later on.   

Addition, subtraction or multiplication tables are set as 

homework daily.  
 

Science  

Science is taught to equip students with skills and 

knowledge that recognises order, purpose and the 

wonder of God's creation. We focus on developing 

investigative, practical skills. As a full Year 1 -13 school, 

our expert high school science teachers review our 

primary programme to ensure our students achieve the 

knowledge and proficiency they need to succeed.  

Primary Curriculum (Years 1 to 6) 
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Culture  

This is a biblical alternative to Social Studies.  Students 

are taught that God is the God of history. They learn 

how to interpret and evaluate history and geography 

and present day society in the light of God's Word.  

Music and Art  

These are taught from the perspective of developing 

skills and encouraging their creativity in worship in our 

creative God.   

 
Other Subjects  

Home economics, technology, crafts, languages, 

photography, economics and computer studies are 

available for students in modules.  These are usually 

studied by the upper primary and high school        

students.  

 

Sport and Physical Education  

Each class has designated times for Physical            

Education throughout the week.  We aim to take 

Year 1 and 2 students to Bruce Pulman Park for 

Gymsport and older students take part in the           

Community Swim programme (supported by the John 

Walker Find Your Field of Dreams Foundation). All 

students take part in the annual cross country event.  

We also participate in the Auckland Christian Schools 

competitions that may include cross country, netball 

and soccer. As our focus is on traditional academic 

excellence, we do encourage children who want 

more sporting opportunities  to join a  local club.  

Trips 

We endeavour to link into the curriculum events that 

may be of special interest.  A fee will be charged to 

cover the cost of trips and hiring a bus.  

Celebrations  

Students in the primary school celebrate special 

occasions such as Letterland Day, Storybook Day, 

Career Day, Culture Day, Fathersõ Day, Mothersõ Day 

and Grandparentsõ Day as applicable to their year 

level.  

A Year 1 to 6 Curriculum Overview booklet 

is available on request.      

Primary Curriculum (Years 1 to 6) 



At Manukau Christian School we offer a robust range of subjects grounded in a biblical 

worldview to prepare students both academically and spiritually. These diverse subjects 

and modules ensure that students not only receive a rigorous academic education but 

also have opportunities to  develop personal interests and skills that will serve them in 

various life contexts.  

 

Our high school curriculum includes:  

¶ Bible and Worldview Subjects  

Bible , Logic , World Religions , Western Civilization , Christian Ethics , God and 

Government , and Critical Theory  to provide students with a strong foundation in 

Christian thinking and the ability to engage thoughtfully with the world.  

 

¶ Cambridge Subjects  

We offer a wide range of Cambridge subjects that enable our students to prepare 

academically for tertiary education. Subjects include  

§ English 

§ Mathematics, including specializations in:  

§ Pure Mathematics  

§ Statistics 

§ Mechanics  

§ Science with dedicated courses in:  

§ Biology  

§ Chemistry  

§ Physics 

§ Economics  

§ History 

§ Geography  

§ Psychology  

 

¶ Specialized Modules  

In addition to our main curriculum, we offer a series of short, intensive five -week 

modules designed to expose students to a variety of skills, interests, and worldviews. 

These include Cooking, Coaching, Chess, Worldview at the Movies, Squash, 

Badminton, Introductory Greek, Drama, Debate, Film Workshops, Science 

Demonstrations, The Philosophy of Star Trek, Art, and Calligraphy.  

 

¶ Our school strives to have high academic expectations for your child so that they can 

have choices for tertiary education.  
 

¶ Teaching children how to think and live out a Biblical worldview will be a focus of our 

Bible programme.  This is essential to prepare your child for adult life.  
 

¶ Please ask for a  High School Curriculum and Qualifications Pathway Guide - this 

booklet contains information regarding subjects and pathways for entrance into 

tertiary establishments.  

 

We encourage you to think about whether our High School would suit your child.  We 

believe your child will thrive, discovering and developing his/her God -given gifts in our 

school as he/she prepares for a life that makes a difference.  Entry to the Upper High 

School from Year 9 to Year 10 is not automatic: every student needs to apply.  Preference 

is given to students who are already enrolled in the primary school at MCS.   

Page 9  

High School Curriculum (Years 7 to 13) 



Features  
 

¶ The high school is structured into two areas: Years 7 to 9 and Years 10 to 13.   

¶ Students in Years 7 to 9 benefit from instruction delivered by specialist subject 

teachers, providing a strong foundation for their future studies.  

¶ Teaching and learning are linked to international and external benchmarks to provide 

a measure of the schoolõs achievements in the wider context.  

¶ External Exams through Cambridge IGCSE and Cambridge International AS and A2 

levels. 

¶ By subscribing to the Cambridge curriculum we ensure your child has the opportunity 

to achieve an internationally recognised qualification.  

¶ Our school is committed to maintaining high academic expectations for each 

student, advancing opportunities in tertiary education and beyond.  

¶ Teaching children how to think and live out a Biblical worldview will be a focus of our 

Bible programme.  This is essential to prepare your child for adult life.  

 

Please ask for a  High School Curriculum and Qualifications Pathway Guide - this booklet 

contains information regarding subjects and pathways for entrance into tertiary 

establishments.  
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High School Features 



High School Highlights  

Trips and Camps  

Year 10 students participate in an overnight 

tramping experience. This will be a chance to 

develop strong learning relationships which are vital 

to a positive class environment. Year 12 and 13 

students have a possible mission trip and a North 

Island trip on alternate years.  
 

Relationships  

Our High School is not a large impersonal high 

school.  Students are encouraged to talk to their 

teachers if they have a problem.  Teachers have 

pastoral conversations with students to continue to 

grow and build on the relationships we foster. 

Research shows that students do better 

academically in school where each student is 

known by the Principal and have a good working 

relationship with their teachers.  

 
Approachability  

We encourage parents to continue to partner with 

us in the education of their teenagers. We welcome 

parents to attend parent -teacher interview evenings 

as well as open evenings to help keep you informed 

about tertiary pathways and subject choice 

planning.   

 
Extra Help  

We want every child who comes through our high 

school to achieve University Entrance. To that end, 

many of our teachers offer free after school tutorials 

to senior students to assist them as they prepare for 

the high stakes external exams. Our teachers 

genuinely care and do their utmost to help your 

child achieve excellence.  

 
Student Leaders  

The School has four houses and each house is 

headed by a student leader.  Student leaders are 

Year 12 or Year 13 students, chosen for their humility, 

willingness to serve, respectful attitudes, initiative, 

work ethic, alignment to the vision of the school and 

their ability to inspire and lead others. Being a 

student leader is a privilege.  It is also a humbling 

experience as the role is primarily one of service.  

Student leaders meet regularly with the Principal, 

organise assemblies, run sports events and serve the 

school in various creative ways.  
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High School Highlights  

Modules  

High school students take part in regular five 

week modules. These modules provide 

students with opportunities to learn to play 

games like squash and badminton as well as 

learn skills like debating and outdoor survival 

skills. Other modules include art, photography, 

cooking,  international games, study skills, 

board games and worldview at the movies.  
 

Special Days  

Our high school students love to celebrate and 

our student leaders regularly organise special 

days for them. One favourite is òDress Like A 

Teacher Dayó where all the students come 

dressed up as one of the high school teachers. 

Another highlight has been our òAnything but a 

Bag Dayó where students brought their school 

gear in...anything but a bag. This has included 

microwaves, rubbish bins, drawers, small bar 

fridges as well as a cat travel box. Other 

special days include the last day of term where 

games and competitions like House Wars are 

organized.  
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