Newsletter
Term 2, Week 2, 2022

13 May 2022

Dear Parents and Friends of MCS,

Manukau Christian School

Thanks for attending the Parent-Teacher interviews late last term. This
was a very positive evening from all accounts. Teachers take these
interviews seriously. Please follow-up on the action points that might
have been agreed on in the interviews so teachers and parents can
continue to work together effectively.
Teachers Train in Biblical Literacy
What is the most significant challenge facing the youth of our country? It
is not peer pressure, online dangers, identity uncertainties or climate
change. The answer is poor Biblical literacy. Our culture requires
everybody to believe everything that everybody else believes, otherwise we
are thought of as intolerant. Believing in everything (pluralism) equates to
believing in nothing because mutually exclusive beliefs cannot be logically
adhered to at the same time (a rock cannot be both heavy and light at the
same time). What this really means is that nobody really believes in very
much, anymore. This affects Christians.
Commitment and enthusiasm about learning God’s Word, the Bible, is at a
very low ebb within Christian communities. The idea that one grand
narrative about life is the exclusive source of truth is just a bit too...
exclusive for most peoples’ tastes. And so,
the tendency is to keep Scripture dialled
down and focus more on contemporary
issues. However, without the bedrock of
Scripture, our beliefs are as free-floating
and nebulous as wind-blown thistle seeds
in the scorching summer sunshine. How
do we fix this problem?
Term Dates 2022
Term 2: 2 May - 8 Jul

CONTACT US

Term 3: 25 Jul - 30 Sep
Term 4: 17 Oct - 9 Dec
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From the Principal’s Desk
The MCS staff team is engaging in professional development
using a book by Bartholomew and Goheen, ‘The Drama of
Scripture.’ Every month the teachers are reading 30 or 40
pages and are then spending a fairly intense hour unpacking
what we have read. This book addresses the issue of pluralism
on page 20. ‘A commitment to pluralism often implies that

we should not even look for any overarching story, one
which could be true for all people, all communities, all
nations – for to find such a thing would imply that not all
stories are equally valid.’
Page 14 makes an insightful point. ‘Many of us have

read the Bible as if it were a mosaic of little bits…
If we allow the Bible to become fragmented, it is
in danger of being absorbed into whatever other
story is shaping our culture, and it will thus cease
to shape our lives as it should. A fragmented
Bible may actually produce theologically
orthodox, morally upright, warmly pious idol
worshippers.’ Ouch. That is challenging!

The Bible is not merely a collection of human writings, and neither is it a list of
God’s rules, nor a ‘manual for life’. Rather, the Bible narrates God’s mission to
restore a broken, dysfunctional created order in the form of an amazing story, with
Jesus at its centre. This drama is divided into 5 (or 6) acts that include creation, the
fall, the choosing of Israel, the incarnation of Jesus, the age of gospel mission and
finally the return of Jesus as Lord and King.
This overarching drama claims to represent
the truth for all humanity but the only way it
can do this is if its adherents accept it in its
totality, not in fragmented little bite-sized
chunks. The tactic of the devil (and the
culture) is to entice Christian believers to
break Scripture into little bits.
These
fragments then ‘….fit into the nooks and

crannies of the Western cultural story!
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From the Principal’s Desk
When this is allowed to happen, the Bible forfeits its claim to be the one
comprehensive story of our world and is held captive within another story –
the humanist narrative.’ (Page 22)
Our lives and the lives of MCS students will be shaped by some story. Our goal at
MCS is that every teacher presents the biblical story in such a compelling and
authentic way that students find themselves living, breathing, learning, playing and
relating as part of the all encompassing biblical story.
In class what does this look like?
Step 1. Students learn Scripture – memory verses.
We cannot neglect this first step. No shortcuts.
There is no substitute for learning Scripture.
Step 2. Interpret Scripture – figure out how to
decipher the intended meaning using context and
the genre of the passage. We need to be Bibledetectives.
Step 3. Apply Scripture - in daily life and in the
way we think. Outworking our convictions in
responsive action. This involves our heads, our
hearts and our hands.
Pete Slaney
Principal

Staff
Welcome to Mrs Fritschi
We welcome Mrs Sarah Fritschi to MCS in her role as ESOL
teacher and relief teacher. Mrs Fritschi is a highly qualified
and fully registered teacher with particular expertise in the
area of language. Although starting in a new school during
the year can be a challenge, Mrs Fritschi is settling in very
well and is getting to know her students. We appreciate
having her in our school and the wealth of experience she
brings.
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Dates to Remember
Monday
16 MAY

Tuesday
17

Wednesday
18
Swimming Years 3&4
1.30 and 2.00pm

Thursday

Friday

19
Career Day Years 1-4

20

Board Meeting 7.30pm
23

24

25
Swimming Years 3&4
1.30 and 2.00pm

26
Boostrix Talk Year 7

27

30

31

1 JUNE

2

3
Culture Day
Whole School
Assembly 2.30pm

Swimming Years 3&4
1.30 and 2.00pm

6 QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY 7
School Closed

8
Swimming Years 3&4
1.30 and 2.00pm

9

10

13

15
Swimming Years 3&4
1.30 and 2.00pm

16

17
English Exam 2 Year 8

23
Geography Exam
Year 8

24 MATARIKI
School Closed

14

English Exam 1 Year 8
20
Bible Exam Year 8

21
22
Science Exam Year 8 Swimming Years 3&4
1.30 and 2.00pm
Japanese Exam Year 8

27

28
Math Exam Year 8

29
Year 8 High School
Parent Evening

30
Math Exam Year 8

1 JULY

4

4

6

7

8
Whole School
Assembly 8.45am
School finishes
12.30pm

Save This Date
On Monday 26 September 2022 Rob Cope from
‘Our Kids Online’ will run an evening presentation
on how to identify and guard against the online
dangers that all students of all ages face. This is a ‘must attend’
for MCS parents. We see the negative impact of internet abuse
on students all too frequently and our view is that all parents will
benefit from attending this seminar. Although the presenters
are not of the Christian faith, they are experts in their field and
their presentations are highly recommended by other Christian
schools. Please save the date. More details will come in due course. To learn more
please see:
https://casebasketcomms.com/2020/11/02/our-kids-online-hits-the-road/
https://www.ourkidsonline.info/
Herald article https://www.nzherald.co.nz/lifestyle/kiwi-mum-and-dads-crusade-againstporn-rob-cope-and-zareen-sheikh-cope-make-documentary-on-what-our-kids-watchonline/UME226DNVCBNDTYRMH2GDE3ZIA/
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General Notices
Culture Day
We are excited to hold another Culture Day on
Friday 3 June 2022. This will include wearing
ethnic dress, and bringing ethnic food to school.
Whether or not we share food will depend on
the COVID situation. The day will finish with
an assembly for the whole school where we
hope to witness exuberant but authentic cultural
creative expression.
This day is about
honouring different cultures and honouring
God by being united in our diversity.

Health and Safety
Roadworks outside are still causing problems for parents in the school carpark. If
your youngest child is in Year 4 or older, please park on the road and walk into
the school grounds to collect your child. Please be considerate and mindful of
your speed in the carpark, especially in the high school carpark. We have received
complaints of vehicles speeding in and out of our carparks. Please help us keep all
children safe. Please report any hazards that you notice to the office.

Enrolment and Withdrawal

If you know of any family or friends who wish to enrol their children, please
encourage them to enrol early. Parents, if you have a sibling starting school next
year, please complete an enrolment form and return it to the office now.
If you are withdrawing your child from the school, please ensure you are familiar
with the conditions of enrolment that you signed when enrolling. The school
requires a full term’s notice (or 10 school weeks) if you intend to withdraw
your child. If you do not provide sufficient notice, you will be invoiced for the
next term’s fees.

Skool Loop App
Please download this app to stay in touch. This app provides
immediate notification of information and alerts. Absences
may also be notified via Skool Loop. Simply download and
search for our school name.
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School Happenings
Swimming—Years 3 and 4
Students in Years 3 and 4 have started their swimming
lessons on Wednesday afternoons. This is a wonderful
opportunity that we are privileged to enjoy through the
flagship programme of the John Walker Find your Field
of Dreams Foundation.
Entry, transport and
lessons are free for all
students. Year 5 and 6
students will attend
lessons next term. Thank
you parents for your help.

Year 8 - Science
Year 8 students built their own molecules during a science
lesson using molymods. Using hands-on activities and
colour coded pieces, students gain a richer understanding of
molecular structures.

Left: Rain and Yucheng with their molecular
structure.

Term 2, Week 2, 2022

Page 7

School Happenings
Year 4 - Science
Last year students learned that scientific enquiry is
about investigating a question and that there are five
different types of scientific enquiry, as shown in this
diagram:

In week one students considered the following enquiry:

They investigated some ‘play slime’ to identify its state of
matter. Students needed to:
Predict what they think play slime is: a solid, liquid
or a gas?
•
Research to find out how they could answer
questions about play slime:
º Can it be compressed?
º Does its shape change according to the container
it is in?
º Does it always take up the same amount of space?
This week, they added to their investigation by making
ooblek. If you put your finger in the mixture, it’s a
liquid. Punch it—and it’s a solid. Pick it up—it melts
and oozes and turns back into a liquid. Both slime and
ooblek are non-Newtonian fluids.
•
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School Happenings
Science—Year 8
Year 8 students are learning about
chemical reactions.
Mr Slaney is setting up the demonstration with Year 8 students eagerly
watching and waiting.

Mr Slaney makes a hasty exit.

Smoke and a big BANG are clear
evidence of a chemical reaction.

Art and Crafts —Year 7

Satisfaction after a successful demonstration—even though it resulted in a
hole in the bucket.

Mums are very special. The Bible asks us to honour and love our mothers.
Students in Year 7 were especially creative and made living gifts for their mums.
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School Happenings
Paraguay Perspective
On April 1, 2022 we had some visitors from Paraguay, in
South America. Their names were Francisco, Joanna, and
Benji Fleitas. In Paraguay they have only four hours of
school. The girls do all the work like washing the clothes
by hand, making all the meals of the day, bathing the babies etc. Meanwhile the boys can just go off and play. I
think this is very unfair. The Fleitas shared a video with
us about MEGA which they have in Paraguay, where they
do a lot of fun games, for all ages and spread the Word of
God. At MEGA if the girls have to clean, the boys also
have to clean! In the video some of the people who go to
MEGA said how much they loved it because it brought
them closer to God. I really enjoyed the Fleitas’ visit and
what they shared with us.

Mikayla Edwards Year 6

Celebrating Student Achievement
Jessica Dass (left) in Year 7 plays touch rugby for
Elementreez Storm Chasers u/12 at the Pohutakawa
Coast touch competitions. Jessica was recently
awarded the Breakthrough Award for most
improved skill development in a player who has
tried hard consistently—on and off the field. She
has been playing for the past
3 seasons. Well done Jessica
with your achievement.

Isabella Dass (right) in Year 4 is in the u/8 Elementreez
Space Jammers and her team came first for the u/8 grade,
hence the medal. This is Bella's second year playing touch
rugby. Congratulations Isabella.
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Parent Notices
Miscellaneous


Please remember to place your used clothing and bric-a-brac in the bin at the
southern end of the property.



We are still collecting stickers from Yummy Fruits. The school gets sports gear
for students from this collection.



Games - do you have puzzles, duplo, lego or games that
students can use in the classroom during wet winter lunches?
Teachers would be most appreciative! Thank you to those
parents who have donated games and blocks recently.

PIPS - Parents in Prayer
Parents, if there is one thing you can do to assist us in educating
and discipling students, please pray. Prayer moves mountains,
changes hearts, breaks down barriers and turns the hearts of
leaders. Prayers uttered in faith touch God’s heart. Our school
would not be here without prayer and our school will only
continue to flourish through prayer. Prayer is to our school like
oxygen to a fire, invisible but absolutely necessary. Please
consider joining our weekly prayer meeting.

Polar Fleece
Now that the weather is getting
colder, you may wish to purchase a
monogrammed polar fleece jacket for
your child. These are available from
the office. The cost is $55 each.

House Points Update Week 2
A new tally has been started this term. Results to date are:

Wilberforce: 113
Te Wiremu: 81

Calvin:
Tarore:

108
102
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Community Notices

Register today for their online open day.

Next summer join
80 young people
from around NZ for
seven days, exploring the rich, transforming Christian
faith and what it
means for our lives.
Click here for more
information.

SUMMER CONFERENCE
6-13 January 2023 Cambridge, New Zealand

Discover more on the website
This year, our Open Days for both campuses will extend
across Friday and Saturday on the dates below:
•
•
•

Hamilton campus: Friday 27 and Saturday 28 May
Tauranga campus: Friday 17 and Saturday 18 June
Virtual Open Day: Wednesday 17 August

Open Day 2022
University of
Auckland
Save the Date of 27th
August 2022 to discover the
campus and find out where
a degree could take you.
For more information click
on this link.
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Matters for Prayer

•
•
•
•


•
•
•
•
•

Give thanks:
for a settled start to Term 2
for new teachers making a fantastic start in their roles
for freedom to worship Jesus in our country
for God’s Word to guide us

Please pray:
for families facing employment and financial difficulties
for staff and students who are currently unwell with Covid
for students navigating the stresses of adolescence
for teachers with heavy loads of preparation and marking
for our Trustboard as they search for a new principal for 2023

Scripture
“4 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come close to me.” When they had
done so, he said, “I am your brother Joseph, the one you sold into
Egypt! 5 And now, do not be distressed and do not be angry with yourselves
for selling me here, because it was to save lives that God sent me ahead of
you. 6 For two years now there has been famine in the land, and for the next
five years there will be no plowing and reaping. 7 But God sent me ahead of
you to preserve for you a remnant on earth and to save your lives by a great
deliverance. 8 “So then, it was not you who sent me here, but God. He made
me father to Pharaoh, lord of his entire household and ruler of all Egypt.”
Genesis 45:4-8
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