Newsletter
Term 2, Week 8, 2022

23 June 2022

Dear Parents, Caregivers and Friends of Manukau Christian School,
As we approach this Matariki weekend, I hope we can all gaze skywards,
take a breath or two, and appreciate God’s wonderful creation. Psalm 19:1
states, ‘The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the

work of his hands.’

Manukau Christian School

Standing for Truth amidst a Culture that is Falling for Lies

Most of us will have heard about recent events at Bethlehem College. What
it means to be a man or woman and which relationships are deemed
acceptable are sensitive topics. Clearly, bullying or harassment on those
grounds is unacceptable, especially in an organisation that bears the name
of Christ. Love and respect are called for. Bethlehem College has
communicated a commitment to protect student wellbeing and to identify
and address any bullying. This ought to silence any reasonable complaint,
but how reasonable are these complaints, really?
Does loving people mean loving their ideologies?
God’s people are called to act justly, love mercy and walk humbly with their
God (Micah 6:8) but does walking humbly mean abandoning core biblical
beliefs? Although we acknowledge that people from all walks of life need
love and acceptance, do the ideologies to which they subscribe deserve
acceptance, even if they are potentially harmful? Is it okay that the
transgender movement, for example, encourages young people to take
dangerous hormone blockers and steers many towards irreversible surgery
that can lead to regret, often manifesting in depression? Is it okay that this
same movement denies balanced voices of pastoral care the opportunity to
counsel young people to accept their God-given bodies? Loving people
does not mean loving their ideology.
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By whose authority?
Is the attack on Bethlehem College really an opposition to bullying? If so, why is
it okay for activists to bully the school into abandoning its core beliefs? Is this not
a glaring inconsistency? It appears that some believe they have the right, in a
pluralistic society, to attack another movement’s core beliefs, while maintaining
that their own beliefs are above critique! This is all in the name of tolerance, but
if the prophets of tolerance operated true to their principles, Christian
organisations would be protected as vulnerable minorities, not cancelled. The
tolerance-speak might sound appealing initially, but it blows hot and cold. Is there
an inconsistency in celebrating everybody dressing differently while condemning
anybody who thinks differently? God gave parents authority over their children’s
education (Deuteronomy 11:19). Those who choose to enrol their children in
Christian schools pay for Christian education in tuition fees and they also subsidise
secular education courtesy of taxation. Given their commitment, why should they
be denied the opportunity to enrol their children into a school that aligns with
their beliefs? Is the conservative biblical position on gender, sex and marriage
unjustifiable? Bear in mind that marriage being between one man and one woman
has been a cornerstone of stable societies through the ages. Should this not be
celebrated and perpetuated?
Counter the false narrative by speaking the truth in love!
Will the hurt felt by minority groups be healed by forcibly herding everybody into
one ideological corner? Forcing such agreement is totalitarianism, isn’t it? Do
kiwis want a totalitarian state? Does enforcing a convenient lie make it a truth? In
these confusing, volatile times the Christian community must have a united voice
of grace, love and truth, identifying false ideologies but also reaching out to the
hurt and alienated who seem determined to fight, condemn and cancel. Let us
remember that the kingdom of God is not about dictatorial authority but about
redemption, restoration and the pathway to ultimate human flourishing. However,
only Jesus, as King and Lord, has the right to determine what human flourishing
looks like. When we assume that right, we create an idol that then enslaves us.

Internet for Children.
Convenient child-minder or sinister home-invader?
It is so tempting for busy parents to use the internet to
distract and entertain children for a few minutes here and
there because life is so frantic and you are juggling so many
competing demands. Besides, Minecraft and some other
games are innocent, even perhaps educational. However,
there are some aspects that we need to consider carefully
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before allowing internet use by children to become a norm in our family life.
1. Constantly changing colours and patterns on a screen trains children to have a
short attention span. The technology that captivates them also conditions
them to be dissatisfied with reading and reduces their attention spans. This
will have direct consequences in the classroom as they find they cannot
concentrate properly.
2. Children need to develop their imaginations, but the imagination goes into
hibernation when its services are not required. Sensory bombardment from
screens replaces imaginary games in our children’s lives and their creativity
suffers as a result.
3. The internet sites that you know your children are accessing are probably not
the only sites they are viewing. Ads pop up and sometimes they are not
savoury. YouTube will include random videos that do not require searching –
they just pop up presumably because they are popular viewing. Within a
matter of seconds your child can be viewing near-nudity or extreme violence.
Unless you are sitting with your child, looking at the screen every second,
there is a high risk of your child viewing sites that could compromise the
upbringing and education you are working so hard to provide.
There is a lot more to this issue. These three points only scrape the surface.
Please make sure you attend the Cybersafety evening being held on Monday 26th
September 2022 at 7.00pm. We have included a leaflet with this newsletter. This
evening is costing MCS a lot of money, but we believe it is necessary for our
community. We ask every family to have at least one parent attend please.
Donations towards the cost of this seminar are gratefully accepted.

Health and Safety
Please take every step necessary to ensure your child practises good hygiene.
Thorough washing and drying of hands during the school day, especially after
using the toilet and prior to eating is essential. Please report any hazards to the
office.
Kind regards,
Pete Slaney B.Sc, B.App Theol, Dip.Tch
Principal
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GENERAL NOTICES
Meeting for Parents of Year 8 students
Parents of Year 8 students are invited to attend an
information evening on Wednesday 29th June at 7.00pm.
This will be an opportunity to gain information as to the
suitability of our high school for your child and to speak to
teachers about the programmes that we offer. If you wish
to enrol your Year 8 child in Year 9 for 2023, it is
important that you attend this meeting. Enrolment in
Year 8 this year does not automatically continue into Year 9.
Please meet at the high school in Room 202.

Mid Year Reports and Parent Meetings
Reports will be handed out on Thursday 28th July 2022. This will be followed up
by Parent Interviews for all students from Years 1 to 13. The date for Parent
Interviews is Thursday 4th August 2022. These interviews provide a useful refocussing opportunity for students and parents are able to discuss with teachers
how to encourage their child for the second half of the year. Please note,
school will finish at 12.30pm on this day.

Year 6 Cambridge Checkpoint Exams
Please note that Year 6 students will sit their Checkpoint exams
during the first two days of the holidays: Monday 3rd
October and Tuesday 4th October. Students will finish at
2.15pm on these two days.
Further information will be
provided closer to the time.

Other News

Thank you

From late January 2023 Pete
Slaney will take up a new role
as pastor of Taupo Baptist
Church. Mr Slaney will remain as principal of MCS for
the whole 2022 school year.

Thank you to those parents
who recently donated board
games, lego and puzzles. Wet
lunchtimes can be a challenge,
especially for younger students,
and this certainly helps!
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CALENDAR
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

20
Gymsport Y1& 2
1.30pm
Bible Exam Yr 8

21

22 PIPS

23

Science Exam Yr 8

Swimming Y3 & 4

Geography Exam Y8

27
Gymsport Y1& 2
1.30pm

28

29 PIPS

Maths Exam Yr 8

Year 8 High School
Maths Exam Yr 8
Parent Evening 7.00pm

4
Gymsport Y1& 2
1.30pm

5

6 PIPS

Japanese Exam Yr 8
30

7
Nano-Girl Labs
1.30pm

Friday
24
Matariki
No School
1 JULY
Pyjama Day Yrs 9—13
Gold coin donation
8
Whole School Assembly
8.45am
School finishes 12.30pm

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS

25 JULY

1 AUGUST

26

27 PIPS

2

3 PIPS

28

29

Reports issued

Whole School Assembly
2.30pm

4

5

Parent Teacher
Meetings 1pm-7.30pm
School finishes 12.30pm

8

9

10 PIPS

11

12

Parenting Seminar for
parents who have not
attended previously

House Points to date for Term 2

Week 7 added
Total Week 7

Wilberforce

Calvin

Te Wiremu

Tarore

24
305

25
298

7
220

16
279

Emergency Drills

Students practice their emergency evacuation drill with precision—no talking,
lining up quickly and teachers making sure every student is accounted for.
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HAPPENINGS
Career Day Years 1 to 4
What a busy work day we had a few weeks ago...builders, chefs, nurses, artists,
doctors, teachers, athletes, policemen, vets, teachers, designers...and so much more!
The effort that went into this day was huge—thank you students and parents. All
these workers were very keen to share their research. They presented their
speeches in class, with the aid of visuals, and gained confidence when speaking to
their audience. Feedback to parents was provided via student portfolios. Well
done everyone, and in particular, our class winners.
Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Year 4

Best Portrayed
Career (costume)

Adilpreet
Randhawa

Lewis Foots

Huixin Zheng Serah Gee

Best Speech

Euan
Alarcon

Paariq
Ahluwalia

Lani Latu

Johan
Zachariah

Best Effort

Jahnvi Sharma

Miranda
Tapaleao

Basti Alarcon

Guinevere
Maney

Most Creative

Ayin Varghese

Johnny Luo

Samantha
Musara

Penny
Precious
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HAPPENINGS
Visiting Missionary
Miss Katherine is a missionary who has spent the past
ten years in Africa. She works as a nurse at a hospital,
and lives with a family of four. She told us that wherever you go, people are still people. From this I learnt that
everywhere around the world, humans are still sinful
and in need of God’s Word; this is why God created
missionaries like Miss Katherine – to spread His Word.

Milika Latu

On Friday 13th May, the Year 7s and 8s learnt about Miss Katherine’s busy day-today life as a missionary and nurse in Africa. One thing that I found interesting was
the fact that they don’t have lots of phones and only a little bit of slow wifi! It’s
amazing to learn about how other people live in different countries. It was great to
learn about Miss Katherine and her job in Africa. Armaan Sandhu

Mercy Ships
On Tuesday 7 June, the Year 4’s went to the
Year 3 class to talk about Mercy Ships. It was
fun and we learnt about a boy who had been
injured by a fire and a blanket. They (his family) couldn’t get him to a doctor, so when Mercy Ships arrived, they got him to them. Mercy Ships is an organisation that helps countries with people too poor to pay for doctors.
Miss Kitshoff had lived on Mercy Ships for two years. The reason? She is a helper. For what? To teach the children when their parents are on the ship to be
healed. Mercy Ships is always happy for volunteers to help. It’s because, well,
Mercy Ships can’t only work with doctors. As you can see, Mercy Ships is awesome, helping others across the world.
Guinevere Maney Yr 4
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HAPPENINGS
Culture Day
Culture Day in Week 5 was very special. The display of music, singing and dance
from a variety of cultures was spectacular. It was all the more special that we
celebrate cultural diversity, not merely because it is convenient to do so or because
it is politically correct, but because God celebrates cultural diversity. Revelation 7:9
describes the celebration of the multitude of God’s people as being ‘from every
nation, tribe, people and language.’ Tsidkenu Levae delivered an excellent
message on behalf of the student leadership team, focusing on being united in
Christ. Thank you parents for joining us at the Assembly.
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HAPPENINGS

A snapshot of
the day
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HAPPENINGS
Sensational Science - Seniors and Juniors
Teaching science from a teacher’s perspective and learning science concepts from a
student’s perspective can be both fun and challenging! Practical, hands-on learning
cements the theory and students are never too young to learn scientific concepts.
Senior school students showcased their knowledge to primary school students—
with exciting and sometimes dramatic results! This was quite a learning curve for
senior students—planning something age appropriate, as well as keeping it
informative!
See our High School Update—June 2022 for an in-depth
commentary from a senior student and read about how things worked out, from
their perspective! This is available on our school website.
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HAPPENINGS
Science—Year 6
Students are learning
about forces with the
aid of ping pong
balls—friction being
the main force
identified. Dropping
their parachutes from
a height to show the
force of gravity was a
fun way to observe
the downward pull as
the parachute speeds
toward the ground.

Science—Year 7
Preparing an onion cell slide. Tissue from an onion is a convenient way to observe
simple plant cells under the
microscope as the cells are easily
visible.
Students observed large,
rectangular interlocking cells, showing
the function of different parts of the
cell—cell walls, a nucleus, vacuoles at
the centre and small granules within
the cytoplasm. Learning about cell
structure with the aid of a microscope
brings their learning into ‘focus’.
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HAPPENINGS
Gymsport—Years 1 and 2
Students are embracing their time at Gymsport—developing their core muscles to
improve stability. This improves fine and gross motor skills in the classroom.
Thank you parents for assisting with supervision and transport—this would not
have been possible without you.

Keeping fit in Year 7
The aim is that students
run each day, during class
time, for at least 15
minutes. Not only does
this increase their fitness
levels, but they sleep better and enjoy improved
concentration in class.
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HAPPENINGS
Art Activities—Year 7
Symmetry in art, in particular reflection symmetry
gives students an opportunity to work on subject
matter and ensure that it is balanced. If a portrait
looks a little ‘off ’, it is most probably not symmetrical. Ethan Chatkeonopadol’s drawing of a gorilla
(left) is an excellent example of symmetry, as are the
other drawings on display. Well done, students!

Ethan Chatkeonopadol

Bernice Han

Emma Thomas

Hayley Sear

Students also acquired the technique of
blending pastels to make for a seamless
transition in colour, with their autumn
leaf drawings (below left).
OP Art on the right—Optical illusion
artwork that plays tricks on your eyes!

Wendy Zhao

Term 2, Week 8, 2022
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HAPPENINGS
Art Wall

Year 2 students
drew images of
the Milky Way.

Cube Art in Year 4 (right) is an
eagerly-awaited activity. Students
individualise their cubes and these
are then stacked together in perfect
symmetry as a whole. The cube is
a three-dimensional square; it is a
symbol of geometric perfection.

Winning at Swimming
Celebrating student achievement outside of school
with Bella Xia! Bella in Year 5 recently took part in
the Waikato Junior Swimming Championships and received 5 medals. She achieved a first place in the Girls
9 and under 200 meters individual medley and second
place in four other events: 50m breaststroke, 100m
backstroke, 100m freestyle and 50m butterfly. This is
an awesome achievement as this is the first time that
Bella has taken part in a swimming competition since
joining the swimming club. Well done Bella!
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COMMUNITY NOTICES
Covenant Kids Preschool
Catering for children aged 2 to 6 years old.
An affordable preschool with multi-cultural teachers who present a wide variety
of learning experiences for your child with Biblical teaching and character
building moments.
We also run a Pathfinders programmes that concentrates on reading and writing
and prepares your child for school.
Enrol now as there are limited places available for 2023.
Pop in and see us or ring Karen on 269-1048 or
email covenantkids@mcctrust.nz

School Facebook Group

If you would like to receive updates and
be part of the school community group
via this social media platform, please
search for Manukau Christian School
Community. Your request to the group
will be approved on answering three
questions. Please do join as photos and
information is made available from time
to time.

Lost Property
Please check the lost property
basket in the junior foyer - all
unclaimed clothing will be removed
at the end of the term.

Used Clothing
We have a bin on site
for your used clothing
and bric-a-brac.
The
school benefits by way
of a donation when the
bin is emptied.

Yummy Stickers
We are still collecting stickers so that we can acquire sports equipment. Sticker
collection sheets are available from the office or on the Yummy Fruit website
www.yummyfruit.co.nz. Thank you for collecting so diligently in the past.
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MATTERS FOR PRAYER

•
•
•
•


•
•
•
•

Give thanks for
fewer staff experiencing sickness
the opportunity to teach God’s truth at our school
fantastic young people at MCS – a credit to their parents
the blessings of being an independent (rather than state-integrated)
school

Please pray for
Bethlehem College, under pressure to alter their statement of faith
sick young people at MCS to recover quickly, especially during exams
teachers to have energy and good health as they busily write reports
discernment for parents with regard to the internet and their children –
wisdom needed

SCRIPTURE
14

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have
seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the
Father, full of grace and truth.
John 1:14
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